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Five Top Tips for Reading with Your Child  

As parents and carers you have a really important part to play in helping your 

child to learn to read and to enjoy reading. Here are some suggestions on how 

you can help to make this a positive experience. 

1. Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes daily 

is usually long enough.  

There is never an age when this is not an enjoyable and useful way to spend 15 

minutes a day – even your 11 year old will still enjoy the sharing opportunity if 

it’s on offer. It’s a great idea to get your older children to read with younger 

brothers and sisters too. 

2. Make reading an enjoyable experience. Talk about reading in its widest 

sense: stories, favourite authors and illustrators, series, different types of 

books including poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference materials, comics 

and magazines.  

Even older children continue to need opportunities to talk with you about what 

they are reading or their reading interests. They may also be interested in what 

you are reading. Talking gives you both a chance to share and recommend. Join 

book clubs and online forums to discover the wider reading community. 

3. Be positive and maintain the flow. If your child mispronounces a word do 

not interrupt immediately. Instead allow opportunity for self-correction.  

 

It is better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than 

insisting on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. If your 

child does try to 'sound out' words, encourage the use of letter sounds rather 

than 'alphabet names'. If your child says something nearly right to start with 

that is fine. Don't say 'No. That's wrong,' but 'Let's read it together' and point 

to the words as you say them. Boost your child's confidence with constant 

praise for even the smallest achievement. 



4. Choosing the right book will help your child feel successful. Struggling 

with a book with many unknown words is pointless. Flow is lost, text cannot 

be understood and children can easily become reluctant readers. 

 

What’s “Right”? Children feel confident and competent when they read books 

that are “just right.” But how do you find a “just right” book? Have your child 

read the back and front cover, and first page of the book. If there are more 

than five words that they cannot pronounce or understand in context, the book 

may be too challenging. Be supportive about finding a more perfect fit.  

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words 

accurately. Just as important is being able to understand what has been read. 

Always talk to your child about the book; about the pictures, the characters, 

how they think the story will end and their favourite part. You will then be able 

to see how well they have understood and you will help them to develop good 

comprehension skills. 

5. Communicate. Your child has a reading diary from school. Try to 

communicate regularly with positive comments and any concerns. Your child 

will then know that you are interested in their progress and that you value 

reading. 

And most importantly, continue to enjoy what you do together, give lots of 

encouragement and expand the reading experience to keep your child 

switched on. Don’t forget – if they are reading something they are not 

enjoying, it’s OK to read something else. Reading has really got to be a 

pleasant experience if you want your child to keep reading. 

Useful web searches: 

 Books For Keeps 

 Booktrust 

 Guardian Children's Books  

 Just Imagine 

 The National Literacy Trust 

 LoveReading4Kids 

 Reading Zone  

 Summer Reading Challenge 

 World Book Day 

 A compendium of UK parent bloggers 

http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site
http://justimaginestorycentre.co.uk/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.readingzone.com/home.php
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.worldbookday.com/
http://www.tots100.co.uk/top/2013-07.html

